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[YOUR NAME]
[YOUR ADDRESS 1]
[ADDRESS 2]
[TOWN]

[CITY]
[POSTCODE]

[DATE]

Dear [Parliamentarian]

Subject: Darfur — People need Protection

At the UN World Summit in 2005 Britain was a leading proponent of the Responsibility to
Protect principle by which the international community has a responsibility to act when
governments fail to protect their own populations. Yet in 2007, civilians in Darfur have
no more protection than they did in 2005.

For the past four years, Arab militia, with support from the Sudanese military, have
burned more than 3,200 villages. Rape is rife and bombing of civilians from the air has
been a common occurrence. Conditions of life impossible for human survival have been
imposed on the African population. Over 2 million have fled their homes. Those
displaced in Darfur are unable to leave their temporary camps for fear of attack. They
are reliant upon aid, the delivery of which is hindered by insecurity.

Tony Blair has talked tough saying he is considering a no-fly zone yet his words are
belied by the actions of his Government. The Home Office’s insistence on returning
Darfuri African asylum seekers to Sudan tells Khartoum we do not care what it does to
Darfuri Africans. Constant reference by the Foreign Secretary and the Secretary of
State for International Development to civil war and the misdeeds of the rebel groups
diminishes the Sudanese Government’s overwhelming responsibility for the atrocities
committed in Darfur.

Sending the right message to Khartoum is crucial. | would ask you to challenge the
Home Secretary on the Home Office policy of returning Darfuris to Khartoum. There are
around 1,000 Darfuri African asylum seekers in the UK. Why can a wealthy country of
60 million people not give them refuge?

| welcome the Prime Minister’s consideration of a no-fly zone over Darfur. A no-fly zone
is necessary as is the deployment of a UN force to Chad and the securing of UN support
for the African Union force. However | will not believe our Government has genuine
intent to protect at risk civilians until | see it looking after the Darfuris we have within our
own shores - and more importantly, neither will Khartoum.

| look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,






